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Compelling Reasons Why
Eido Tai Shimano, the Abbot
of The Zen Studies Society

Should Step Down as its Spiritual Leader.

An Open
Letter to
ZSS
Directors,

from Zogen

December 16,
2010

Has Eido
Shimano
Really
Resigned?

The Clear
Way to
Reconciliation

The New York
Times -
8/21/2010

Zen Teachers
Letter -
8/9/1995

The Shimano
Archive

Archives recently published on the Internet reveal the enormity and
historical depth of Eido Shimano’s violations of the Buddhist precepts going
back at least 40 years. With every passing day, former Sangha members,
male and female, come forward to recount their stories.

Eido Shimano has denied none of it.

Judged by the standards of civil society, Buddhist law, clergy ethics, or any
other standard applicable to the conduct of human affairs, Eido Shimano’s
conduct has been a disgrace. It has been an affront not only to the monks
and nuns of Dai Bosatsu Zendo, to the practitioners of New York Zendo
Shobo-ji, to the Zen Studies Society Sangha, but to sincere Buddhist
practitioners everywhere.

The repeated refusal of successive Boards of Directors of the Zen Studies
Society to apply minimal professional standards to their Abbot violates our
sense of decency.

Given the undisputed record, nothing justifies The Zen Studies Society’s
Board of Directors delaying even one more day in acting decisively to
remove Eido Shimano.

The current Directors need to actively and resolutely take action to ensure
The Zen Studies Society will have a legacy not forever mired by the
improprieties of its Abbot and the successive failures of various Zen
Studies Society Boards of Directors -- their independent judgment nullified
by inherent conflicts of interest and unduly influenced by loyalty -- to act
to stop abuses that they saw but sought to rationalize away and even
cover up.

Only by the Abbot’s immediate removal by Board of Directors’ action can
The Zen Studies Society have any hope of establishing future credibility
and beginning a process of healing and reconciliation.

Eido Shimano is responsible for his actions and accountable for the
irreparable damage he has inflicted. It is the Zen Studies Society’s Board


http://www.sanghaconvergence.org/DATA/20101216_Zogen_ZSS.pdf
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http://www.sanghaconvergence.org/DATA/Clear_Way.pdf
http://www.sanghaconvergence.org/DATA/NYT_Sex_Scandal.pdf
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ZSS Ethical of Directors that now must make clear to the World that it unequivocally
Gg/'(;fgg‘i%' condemns the Abbot’s actions. Allowing the Abbot a face-saving exit on his
own terms is exactly what the Board should refuse to countenance. The
future of Zen Studies Society, if it is to have a future at all, cannot be
255 Ethics based on the sycophantic loyalty to the Abbot that has brought the
Investigation; organization to where it is today.
SNAP responds
In 1995, a petition for his resignation came from revered teachers (Aitken,
Kapleau, and others). This followed the departure of his Dharma Heir and
The Robert Vice-Abbot from Dai Bosatsu Zendo because of another major scandal in
Al 2l The Society.

On May 20, 2010, Robert Aitken Roshi, the most respected Senior Zen

The genkaku- Roshi in America, issued a historic and unprecedented public letter to

I 0 Shimano Roshi.

Zournas Letter to Dear Tai San,
the ZSS Board -

9/14/1982 There are many reports of your abuse of women
published on the web which indicate that you have
been involved in breaking the precepts over a period

Excerpts from a of more than 40 years. I would like to urge you to

Letter to the ZSS c
Board from Jiro come forth and make a statement in response to

Andy Afable - these accusations.
8/20/2010

Sincerely yours,

Zen and the Art

of Seduction by Robert Aitken
Robin Westen

The ethics guidelines for the Zen Studies Society prohibits sexual liasons
between teacher and students and guests. The reason for this is obvious.

Consider the following allegations:

The abbot had liasons with many dharma students; with an officer of the
Society; with at least one ordained nun; and most recently, yet another
kessei student. Some students allege that the seductions were initiated in a
Dokusan setting. This is where the student meets the roshi in a private,
confidential, and formal setting during sesshin (retreat).

Additional accounts recently published by the writer Robin Westen cannot
be ignored. More women are named by Adam Fisher (Genkaku). And as
early as 1964, Robert Aitken (later Aitken Roshi) documented the
seduction of two female sangha members being ministered to by Eido
Shimano who became patients in a Hawaii mental facility.
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View Signatures

The internet documents give us so many accusations over so many years,
and so many women involved, that it is now impossible for The Zen
Studies Society or its Abbot to refute them. The documents allow you to
make a chronology of monumental abuse of power and undue influence
over almost half a century.

Short of a public ceremony of repentance and reconciliation that will
involve the Sangha, it is difficult to imagine how sangha who suffered can
be assuaged. This important step cannot be done with a belated and short
letter expressing regret.

As Buddhists who take the precepts seriously we entreat you to join us in

this petition for Eido Tai Shimano Roshi to withdraw immediately as Abbot
and spiritual leader of The Zen Studies Society.

Continue to the Petition
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View Signhatures

We, the undersigned Dharma teachers and concerned members of the

Maha Sangha call on Rev. Eido Tai Shimano to withdraw immediately

from his position as Abbot and Spiritual Leader of The Zen Studies
Home Page Society.
We share the conviction that Rev. Shimano cannot and should not
function as a spiritual teacher and Abbot for these compelling reasons:

His conduct in any realm of civic society in unacceptable, and should
not be condoned by the Directors of the Society and certainly not by a
spiritual organization;

He has failed to fulfill the mandate of benefactors to the Society, as
well as the hopes and expectations of his teachers;

By his deeds he has repeatedly divided the Sangha, causing great
bitterness among many students; his record of sexual misconduct has
brought Buddhist training into disrepute and alienated ordained monks
and nuns;

His exploitation of women has caused many women pain and anguish;

He has repeatedly exploited the Sangha for his personal gratification,
and therefore as an abbot responsible for the care and nurturing of the
Sangha, he has failed;

In his systematic refusal to consider the consequences of his conduct
and attitudes, he is unfit to lead, much less be the spiritual leader of a
Dharma organization like The Zen Studies Society;

With the many accusations against him, he cannot be an Abbot who is
the public embodiment and representative of the spiritual mission of a
Dharma organization;

By repeatedly violating the Buddhist Precepts, his monk’s vows, and the
Ethics Guidelines of the Zen Studies Society over the past 40 years,
he has shown himself unable to uphold the Three Treasures of Buddha,


http://www.sanghaconvergence.org/
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Dharma and Sangha;

We find irrefutable the concern of Mrs. Dorris Carlson, the most
generous benefactor to The Zen Studies Society, that “the spiritual
stature of the Zen Studies Society has been compromised over the
years because of Eido Roshi’s behavior;”

We find it an affront that Rev. Eido Shimano, who has been the
beneficiary of inordinate kindness, generosity, and patience in this
country where he has chosen to live, has failed to behave ethically
towards the Sangha;

His silence and unwillingness to respond forthrightly to the many
accusations against him is unworthy of a spiritual leader and Rinzai Zen
Buddhist teacher;

His lack of integrity does not justify or validate his continuing on as
abbot, and therefore his spiritual standing is impaired.

Therefore, in shared concern and solicitude, we, Buddhist teachers and
Sangha, entreat The Directors of The Zen Studies Society to uphold the
Three Treasures of Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. With the decisiveness
and clarity this situation merits, please bring about the immediate
withdrawal of Rev. Eido Shimano from his duties as the spiritual
representative and Abbot of The Zen Studies Society.

SIGN THE PETITION

Total Signatures to Date = 187

Dharma/First Name: |
Last Name: [
Affiliation: |

Email:
Use your real address if you want it to work.
You will receive a verification email shortly that you must respond
to for your signature to be recorded.
(Email addresses will not be displayed in public.)

['SIGN PETITION |
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There are 187 signatures at this time:

. o Dharmaj

Tom Aitken Family heir & POA for Robert 2010-09- Yes
Aitken 08
Second Dharma Heir - Former Vice- 2010-09-
7 Jiro Andy Afable Abbot of Dai Bosatsu Zendo (1998 Yes
08
- 2003)
Ji Kai Myo-on 2010-09-
3 (Yuonne) (Rand) Soto Shu 08 Yes
4 B Seperic  Shingon shu Omuro ha 201&;09_ Yes
5 eko deer sweetwater zen center 201&;09_ Yes
7 Daiji Diane ~ Vivanco Hidden Valley Zen Center 20189'09_ Yes
3 Robiert Joskin Althousa Zep Life & Meditation Center of 2010-09- Yes
Chicago 09
9 Kan-kan Spellmever Head Teacher, Cold Mountain 2010-09- Yes
(Kurt) P Y Sangha 09
Zenbuddhist Society, Sweden 2010-09-
108 sante A (Kapleau - Kjolhede lineage) 09 $es
Hidden Valley Zen Center, San 2010-09-
11 Cathy Ladd Marcos, CA 09 Yes
12 Zuikp el Boissevain Floating Zendo 2010-09- Yes
Angie 09
13 Shodo Spring Anchorage Zen Community 201005;09_ Yes
14 muin bemard: spicz pasF pesident of zen studies 2010-09- Ves
society 09
15 Kobutsu & Malohe The Engaged Zen Foundation - 2010-09- Yas

EBC Former DBZ Zomu/Gatekeeper 09
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Dai Shin/Dan Harris

Dal Harris
Gan/Nhung
Amala Wrightson

Daizen/Brian Victoria

Katherine Woodworth

Peter Greulich

Beth Kanji Goldring

Alexander Matte

Susanna Stewart

Gentei Sandy Stewart

ShindoTim Holmes

Hozan Alan  Senauke

Patricia Choe Geary

Doshin Bruce Bowers

Sunya Kjolhede
Iiyushm (& Malone
/y) Sean

Lawson Sachter
Adam :
(Genkaku) ' 'sher
Jigen Billings

Kojun Jean  Leyshon

Hidden Valley Zen Center

Hidden Valley Zen Center

Auckland Zen Centre, New Zealand

Soto Zen school

Ka Shin Zendo

Rochester Zen Center

Brahmavihara/Cambodia AIDS
Project

ZSS Student 1992 to 2009

NC Zen Center Founder

abbot, North Carolina Zen Center

North Carolina Zen Center

Clear View Project

Three Treasures Zen Community

Ka Shin Zendo

Windhorse Zen Community

The Engaged Zen Foundation

Windhorse Zen Community --
Kapleau lineage

Zen student

Five Mountain Sangha

Teacher in Kobun Chino lineage

Bodhidhamma Khobragade Zz7+oe gfeav g9 amiarss

Harriet Ross

Twining Vines Sangha

2010-09-
09

2010-09-
09

2010-09-
09

2010-09-
09
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09
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09

2010-09-
09
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
11

2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
12

2010-09-
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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47
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51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

Seiko Tom

reverend
robert

Seisen/Hope

Stuart /Guo
Li

Christopher

Alice

Shusan

Barry

Jiho / Laura

Won Soeng /
Mike

Jonen Billy

Andrea

J.M.
Dharmakara

Joriki Scott

Mike

Carol

Doshin

Martin

Zoho

lan

Peter

Renee

Chan

O'Brien

Davenport

hoatson

Blosser

Lachs

Delaplane zen group
www.delaplanzen.org

road to recovery, inc.

Wild Goose Zendo

Independent Chan practitioner &

scholar

Hamacher

Zen Dojo Ensokai

Zen practice - Student

Soto priest, formerly Kwan

Um/Chogye

Briggs

Kwan Um School of Zen

Former student and Tenzo - Dai
Bosatsu Zendo

Hawkins

Pantaleoni

Kwan Um School of Zen

Middle Road Zendo-East Rock

Meegan

Rook

Boda

Sangha
Former Dai Bosatsu Zendo Student

Mahabodhi Sunyata de

Espana/Tarragona NGO

Baker

Gross

Spooner

Brazier

Pollecoff

Wilson

Reclusado

Allum

Scholtz

Blue Mountain Zendo, Koryu-ji

Friend of Hope Blosser

Co-Founder, Zen Forum
International

Hidden Valley Zen Center

UKCP reg psychotherapist
(specialist in survivors of abuse)

Blue Mountain Zendo, Koryu-ji

unaffliated buddhist practioner

Ka Shin Zendo

Blue Mountain Zendo, Koryu-ji
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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78

79

80

81

Ron

Hosho/Charles

Susan Shokyo

roni

Carl

Lauren

Nennen Merry
White

susan

MuShin Frank

Wendi

Patty Jishin

Jane Genshin

Mark

Stamati

Christopher

James

Amanda

Karen

Carlton

Frehiwot (Freh)

Daniel

David

Brown

Peters

Thames

Rogers

Alexander

Cetlin

Benezra

rudnick

LoCicero

Adamek

Pecoraro

Shuman

Rutkowski

A Buddhist not into Religious
Addiction- or cults

Empty Hand Zen Center

Twining Vines Sangha,
Purchase, NY

Twinning Vines

Haku-un-ji Zen Center

NY Zen Center for
Contemplative Care

DBZ Resident 1976-1977

Twining Vines Sangha,
Westchester NY

Former Zen Studies Society
Board Member

Maui Diamond Sangha

Twining Vines Sangha

Twining Vines Sangha

Zen Student

Anagnostou Unzan Zendo, Jacksonville, FL

Doyon

Frechter

Toney

Gorman

Newton

Bekele

Edelman

Loy

Vajrayana Rite

Former Dai Bosatsu Zendo
Ordained/Former ZSS Board
Member

Dharma Rain

Twining Vines Sangha

DBZ

New York Zendo Shobo-ji, Zen
Studies Society

Independent practitioner/former

interim student at DBZ

Sambo Kyodan
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
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2010-09-
14

2010-09-
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2010-09-
13

2010-09-
14

2010-09-
14

2010-09-
14

2010-09-
14

2010-09-
14

2010-09-
14

2010-09-
15

2010-09-
15

2010-09-
15

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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96
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99

100
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102

103

thinh bui what??7?7?7?
Philip Benezra Pacific Zen Institute
Seigen/Catherine Spaeth Empty Hand Zen Center
Helen Kaelin American Zen Buddhist
Myonen/Eve Marko Teacher, Montague Farm Zendo
Deborah Cain Zen Student
Seon Kim NewYork Zendo Shobo-ji Zen

9 Studies Society:Member
MaHEn KMok Diamond Sangha Teachers

g Circle; Clear Spring Sangha
Kiken Leveque Gelukpa Practitioner
William Yerner author of American Guru,
exposé of EnlightenNext

Daniel Shaw None
Lymne Ankushwar Insight Meditation
Lea Morgan interested party
Carol Seiryu Slocum Twining Vines Sangha
Adam Tebbe Editor, Sweeping Zen
Kate Lila Wheeler Theravada and Tibetan

. malone
roshin peggy bl former student
Doko Bukala Bukkoin, Poland
David Scates Morgan Bay Zendo

Senjo Andrew Lagomarsino none

Michael

Marnie Louise

Hoffman none

Froberg-
Milgaard

Unaffiliated Zen Buddhist

2010-09-
16

2010-09-
16

2010-09-
16

2010-09-
16

2010-09-
16

2010-09-
16

2010-09-
17

2010-09-
17

2010-09-
18

2010-09-
18

2010-09-
18

2010-09-
18

2010-09-
18

2010-09-
18

2010-09-
18

2010-09-
18

2010-09-
19

2010-09-
20

2010-09-
21

2010-09-
2.7

2010-09-
23

2010-09-
24

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Susan Quinn Three Treasures Zen Community
Orlando Kanjo Hidalgo Empty Hand Zen Center

Dennis Ullmann Hidden Valley Zen Center

Teresa Vast Diamond Sangha

Julia Gies Shimano for Congress Committee
Kido Andy Barry Early Light Zendo

Kashin Estelle

Renshin/Jef

David

Susan

Michael

mutei/doug

Matthew

Guoyin Bruce

Steve
Broadvow

Scott

Anna

Meredith

Michael

Charles

Genju Joe

Jaime

Borard Zen practitioner; Former ZSS

Member
Covey Burning House Zendo
Silveira Early light Zendo

Mullendore  former DBZ student

Osterwalds o »al-7en buddhist
Lenum
murphy Burning House Zendo
Wagner former resident
. Chan Meditation Center; ZSS
Rickenbacher 1968--1975
Scholten Soto Zen
Ruplin Diamond Sangha
Youree

Christensen Ordinary Mind Sangha

Student of Sochu Suzuki Roshi

Churchill and DOkyU Nakagawa Roshi

Hubbard Rochester Zen Center

Billingsley Haku-un-ji Zen Center

Gaffney former New York Zendo Shobo-Ji

McLeod Soto Zen
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26

2010-09-
26

2010-09-
27

2010-09-
28

2010-09-
28

2010-09-
28

2010-09-
29

2010-10-
01

2010-10-
01

2010-10-
02

2010-10-
03
2010-10-
09

2010-10-
10

2010-10-
12

2010-10-
12

2010-10-
12

2010-10-
14

2010-10-
15

2010-10-
16

2010-10-
18

2010-10-
20

2010-10-
20
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Yes

Yes

Yes
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142

143

144
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Bodhin

James

Hozo Wilkie

Kanja

Ko
Shu/Barbara

Markus

Shindo

Boris ZOGEN

Shodo

Jundo

Padma
Dorje/Paul

Kosei Diana

Hoshin
Steven

Cecily

douglas

Alexander

Robert

Walter

Kuma Don

lppo

Myoan Grace

Kuzan Peter

Kjolhede

Atkerson

Pretorius

Odland

Jepson

Roznowski

Souza

Zoubok

Spencer

Cohen

Cohen

Hartel

Pashko

Fuhr

phillips

Comardo

Whitmore

Nowick

Mead

Keido

Schireson

Schireson

Rochester Zen Center

American Zen Buddhist

Former ZSS Board Member

Zenbuddhistiska Samfundet,
Sweden, Kapleau lineage

Twining Vines Sangha, Purchase,

NY

Haku-un-ji Zen Center - Rinzai-Ji

Soto Zen

DBZ

Zen Mountain Monastery

Treeleaf Sangha

Tergar NYC

Shasta Abbey, previous Zen
Mountain Monastery NY

Endless Mountain Zendo

Rochester Zen Center

empty sky sangha

Rochester Zen Center

Daitoku-ji

None

Former monk ordained by
Shimano 6/02

Central Valley Zen

Central Valley Zen Foundation

2010-10-
20
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2010-10-
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2010-10-
23

2010-10-
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2010-10-
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2010-10-
26

2010-10-
28

2010-11-
05

2010-11-
13

2010-11-
14

2010-11-
22

2010-12-
01

2010-12-
02

2010-12-
08

2010-12-
13

2010-12-
13

2010-12-
13

2010-12-
14

2010-12-
15

2010-12-
17

2010-12-
21

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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2010-12-

Elizabeth Yuin Hamilton Zen Center San Diego 26
Taigen Henderson Toronto Zen Centre 20120(;1 =
Sunyana Graef Vermont Zen Center 201206-1 &
Enkyo O'Hara  Village Zendo, Dotokuii 201207_1 =
Joan Rieck Sanbo Kyodan 20120; 2=
: Kannon Do Zen Center, Suzuki- 2010-12-
Lesiitaye (Keido; roshi Dharma heir 28
Zenki Mary Mocine  Soto Zen Vallejo Zen Center 201205;1 =
: .. Zen Buddhist Temple, Ann 2010-12-
Haju Lundquist Arbor, MI 30
Dosho Port Wild Fox Zen 2015{51 =
Jennifer Popolis unaffiliated 201:_?1_1 -
, . Endless Mountain Zendo and 2010-12-
Shungetsu Susan Di Cerchio Upaya Zen Center 31
Shingon-shu ( Mandala Vermont 2010-12-
James Dupree
Sangha) 31
independent -Engaged 2011-01-
Carondelet Dember Buddhism 01
Maila Ze o Buisrr Zen Student/Upaya Zen Center 2011-01-
y and San Francisco Zen Center 01
Awakening . 2  E
: Community of Mindful Living, 2011-01-
Wisdom of the  Hobart . jition of Thich Nhat Hanh 01
Heart
fran shalom  Empty Hand Zen Center 201012_0?_
; Buddhist Advisor, Wellesley 2011-01-
JiHyang Padma Eoliage 02
Joyce Short Buddhist 001 O
02
DaiAn Linda Galiron Former Student - Zen Center of 2011-01-
Syracuse 03
Chikudo Lew Richmond Abbqt _Vlmala Sangha (Suzuki 2011-01-
Roshi lineage) 03
: Buddhist Churches of America, 2011-01-
LA Cildi Oregon Buddhist Temple 05
2011-01-

Laura

O'Loughlin Brooklyn Zen Center 05

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes



2011-01-

170 Taigu Tetsuten Turlur Treeleaf 08 Yes
Former DBZ monk & Assist 2011-01-
171 Seigan Ed Glassing  Director NYZ, ZSS Board 09 Yes
Member
172  koki Foster Green Gulch Farm Zen Center 20111601_ Yes
173 Deborah Dallinger Zen practitioner 20111{;01 i Yes
174 Karma Thapke  unaffiliated 20111{501 i Yes
175 Robert Anderson SFZC 20111(_}01 i Yes
176 Rev. Jodo Cliff  Clusin Prairie Mountain Zendo 20111{;01 i Yes
177 Deb Huntley  Joko Beck 20111{301 i Yes
178 Daikan James Bastien = Zen Peacemaker Order 20111(_}01 i Yes
179 Myogo Mary-Allen Macneil Empty Nest Zendo, North Fork, 2011-01- Yes
California. 11
180  Shoji/Nick Patterson Boundless Way Zen 201]1]_01_ Yes
" n H 201 1 '01 =
181 "Hosan" Guiseppe Getto Empty Nest Zendo - Fresno, CA 12 Yes
187 o outAtliont Kaplan  Pacific Zen Institute S Yes
Daniel 12
183 Evie Dumanian Former Member - Zen Center of 2011-01- Yes
Syracuse 18
184 Ellis Beardsley Zen Center of Portland, Oregon 201012_,02_ Yes
185 Pilar Teishin BolGstsin priest in Kobun Chino's lineage e0Tl-02s Yes
Dea 07
186 erik fraser storlie o M.efiitation-Master, Atidentiof 2011-02-14 Yes
Katagiri, Suzuki
187  Scott Edelstein 2uthor of Sexand the Spiritual - 511 65 15 ves
Teacher
188 Chip Fay Former student 2011-04-17 Yes
189 Rose Dunaif Buddhist Sangha of South Jersey 2011-05-06 Yes
190  Michael Bailey the dharmata 2011-05-29 Yes

O Table beginning. ) Back one page.
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